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'TUGS' 


Series Outline 


'Tugs' is the story of the daily working life of a fleet of tugboats in an international 
harbor in the 1920's. The story is told through the adventures of Captain Star's fleet 
of seven tugs, and the rivalry with their keenest competitors, Captain Zero's fleet of 
five tugs who display the darker side of the tugboat industry in an era that was both 
energetic and full of nostalgia. 


The Star fleet consists of two switchers, TEN CENTS and SUNSHINE; one ocean 
going tug, HERCULES; one railway tug, TOP HAT; and three harbor/river tugs, O.J., 
BIG MAC, and WARRIOR. The series covers key aspects of harbor life and that of 
the neighboring rivers during the seasons of one year. It was a transitional time when 
steam was in its heyday quickly replacing sail but soon in its turn to be surpassed by 
diesel. 


The first series is 13 half hour episodes filmed in 35 mm color using Live Action 
Model Animation. Stories are based on factual events in the history of tugboats in 
international harbors during the first two decades of the 1900's. With the exception 
of characatured faces prominently mounted (main characters and some incidental 
characters), all models are accurately detailed even to the point of weathering and 
ageing. Harbor techniques are authentically portrayed in an original series produced 
as an entertainment drama for children. 


